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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

to : Mr- Arnold I. Chaae 

prom : Fay K. Bean 

SUBJECT: ConiuMr Buying and Price Change 


Summarising the report! we have received ao far from our 
agents regarding evidence of unuauai price change* or exccaalva 
buying, the report* vary considerably from city to city and In 
tone caaea conflicting reports from the aame city have been 
sent in. In asking the Regional Price Economists to initiate 
theae special reports, we_sp*cif icaily told then that at this 
time they should not make direct inquiries of price reporters, 
but send us only such information as was available from 
observation. 

A summary of the reports received to date follows: 

Boston : - Little evidence of an increase in buying. How- 
ever, it was reported that in one chain store there was a alight 
increaae in purchases of sugar, coffee, metrecal, and canned 
vegetable*. Automobile dealera indicated a audden and aharp 
decline in automobile purchaaee. 

Atlanta : - According to a report from the Atlanta Journal, 
grocery atorea reported a general increaae in buying. Drug 
atorea reported a heavy demand for flashlight batteries, radio 
batteries, water purification pills, snd first aid itema. Sales 
of transistor portable radio sets have increased very sharply. 
On the other hand, a report in the Atlanta Constitution atsted 
that a apot check of city department atores and new car dealers 
revealed no evidence of either immediate scare buying or deferral 
of durable gooda purchases. 

Baton Rouge, La . : - Agent reporta that there ia little 
evidence of any panic buying in Baton Rouge. Reaidenta are 
being urged, however, by radio and TV, to be prepared and to 
be equipped with emergency aupplles. The Thuraday advertiae- 
ment for one major food atora, "Food Town", Included aa part 
of the add an oullln*. of the Civil Defense Borne Food Stroaga 
Program as compiled by the Office of Civil Defense Mobilisation. 
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Mr. Arnold B. Chaaa • JL - 


There was • note at the lover pare of the outline indicating 
that this waa not Intended aa a commercial ad vertiaement, but 
vent on to aay "Civil Defenae atrongly urgea that you conaider 
stockpiling at leaat a minimum amount of food* in the event 
of poaaible attack and evacuation." 

Chicago : - Little or no Indication of exceaalve buying 
or aharp price Increase a. 

Austin, Texas :, - Considerable buying of foods ; etock of 
$2.00 cana of multiple-purpose foods vhlch had reaalned 
untouched for months were exhauated. Considerable purchaalng 
of metrecal. It vas noted that canned meats, vegetables and 
juices vere sold In $100 lots in one shopping center. It v*b 
also noted that there vas a strong demand for such things as 
plastic vater cana, flashlights, small radios, tools of all 
kinds, firat aid kits, snd other similar items. 


